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August 10, 2020

Honorable Kate Brown
Governor of Oregon

State Capitoi

Salem, Oregon

Re: Re-Opening Private Schools

Dear Governor Brown:

I'am writing on behalf of the many people who have signed the enclosed letter in support of
reopening private schools. The letter speaks for itself. Each person whose name appears on the
letter agreed to be a signatory.

We respectfully request your consideration of the points raised in the letter. Our main concern
is that you return to the guidance which was in effect through July 27, 2020, which we relied

upon and which will allow us to safely reopen our private schools.

Please feel free to respond directly to me and | will make sure that your response is share with
everyone who signed the enclosed letter.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Elisa J. Carf‘s n
Head of School



August 10, 2020

Honorable Kate Brown
Govermor of Oregon
State Capitol

Salem, Oregon

Re: Re-Opening Private Schools
Dear Governor Brown:

We ask you to re-establish the clear and safe guidelines you previously provided in regard to
reopening private schools in Oregon for the Fall Semester of 2020.

We write on behalf of private schools throughout the state. We ask that you return to the June 10,
2020, state guidelines as to dealing with the coronavirus pandemic in regard to private schools in
our communities throughout the state. A single state policy applicable to all schools, even when
differentiations are made on a county by county basis, will not allow us to do our best work in the
interests of the children and their families in our communities.

You have already made distinctions as to early childhood education programs. We ask that you
return to that distinction that was made as to private schools, as to the application of state pandemic
controls, and as reopening private schools.

Each private school in Oregon was given guidance June 10, 2020 by the Oregon Health Authority
(OHA) through the Safe Schools, Ready Learners guidelines to develop its own "Operational
Blueprint for Reentry that is tailored to the community it serves." (V1 p2) The blueprint involved
choosing an instructional model. If the chosen model was in-person or hybrid instruction, each
school was to complete Sections 1-3 of the guidance, and was authorized to open following the
plans each school developed.

On June 24, 2020 you issued Executive Order 20-29. Executive Order 20-29 required that all
schools, private and public, meet the Oregon Department of Education (ODE) June 10, 2020,
guidelines that were in effect at that time. All of private schools which are represented by those of
us signing this letter accepted the requirements of Executive Order 20-29. We have worked very
hard, over long hours of activity and discussion and planning, to meet the guidelines which were
established at that time as to the reopening of schools. We have developed protocols which do
meet those guidelines and we have planned to open our schools at the beginning of the Fall
Semester.
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The original intent of the guidance was changed with the July 28, 2020 Governor's press
conference mandating instructional models of schools based on a COVID rates metric. In a July
30 private schools webinar with the Oregon Department of Education, the justification of the
metric for private schools was shared by Colt Gill using Section 5 — a Section private schools are
not required to complete. He confirms the private school only Section 1-3 requirement later
during the same webinar.

Private schools have been told that there is no final approval required as to the plan (see photo
from ODE webinar). They were to submit a plan to Local Public Health Agency (LPHA), post it
on each school’s website, submit the plan to the governing board, and provide a web link to
ODE. Then, the school would be ready to open as outlined in the plan.

Private schools have, in good faith, spent time, finances, and committed to teachers and school
families based on the guidelines that private schools were able to choose the instructional model
that was best for their school communities, and could open for in-person instruction with a
completed plan following Sections 1-3 of the guidance. The sudden mandate for comprehensive
distance learning puts the integrity of private schools on the line, which, in good faith, committed
to educate children in-person, and collected tuition from parents based on the premise that they
could open under the conditions as outlined by the OHA. In addition, the shift did not come with
any funds from ODE to private schools to implement the shift - unlike the promise to public
schools.

Oregon’s private schools depend on the participation of families on a voluntary basis. Our schools
are nonprofits which need tuition income but which also depend upon donations and grants in
order to not only survive but to thrive. Our mission is to provide the best possible education for
the children in our schools and we have parents and families who are heavily committed to that
mission.

At the same time, we have to pay our bills. We are challenged by the changing requirements which
have been imposed upon the private schools subsequent to the June 10, 2020 guidelines. We
adopted and followed the June 10, 2020 guidelines. Based on those guidelines, our schools have
ordered materials and supplies, hired teachers and administrators, extended contracts, and made
arrangements with parents and families for payment of tuition and registration. Private schools
have also developed activities and plans have gone beyond the hiring of teachers, the registration
of students, the acquisition of materials, and the development of education plans. The schools
have developed specific protocols, for each school, to meet the ODE June 10 guidelines (and
current CDC guidelines) to ensure the safety of our students. These include proper spacing, use
of masks, monitoring of temperatures, and limiting class sizes. Private schools also will maintain
necessary contact information, etc.

Private schools’ financial models do not rely on a steady stream of public resources. They rely on
families and donors. Private schools will also not receive the benefit of the 28 million dollars that
the public schools are being granted to offset operational costs as well as to help train teachers in
comprehensive distance learning. Similarly, the private schools will not benefit from the 5 million
dollars earmarked for public schools to assist in providing PPE for students and staff. Private
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schools must incur these costs on their own. Not allowing private schools to open safely in the
fall may result in the permanent closure of some of those schools because of the financial strain.

Accordingly, it is highly important that private schools are able to meet the needs of our children
and address the concerns of our families by opening up our schools to in-person education for the
Fall of 2020, as the schools had planned and promised based on the June 10, 2020 guidelines.

The schools recognize the need to provide for the safety of our children, staff, administrators, and
teachers. The schools recognize the need to be beacons of hope to the community where the
schools can demonstrate that they can safely operate. Their small size helps. Their sense of
community also helps. But the schools also need to have a predictable plan in place and they need
to be able to keep the promises they have made to their children and families as to opening in the
Fall.

We know that in-person education is significantly better than online learning. We cannot subscribe
to is a one size fits all approach to opening our schools in the Fall. There may be one size which
fits all in terms of large, urban, public schools. Oregon private schools are designed to focus on
the needs of our own specific communities. In many instances, these specific communities contain
a significant number of minority students. This is because many of Oregon private schools are
focused on reaching out to minority communities and providing them with an extraordinary
educational experience.

Accordingly, we request that you affirm the guidelines issued by ODE and OHA up to July 27,
2020, remain in effect for private school reopening as provided in Sections 1, 2, and 3 of the Safe
Schools, Ready Learners document.

This is a matter of great urgency and we respectfully ask that you take prompt action on this
request.

Sincerely,

Bev Clarno, Oregon Secretary of State

Senator Tim Knopp

Senator Kim Thatcher

Senator Chuck Thomsen

Senator Bill Hansell

Representative Raquel Moore-Green
Representative Greg Barreto

Representative Shelly Boshart Davis
Representative Mike Nearman

Representative E. Werner Reschke

Cliff Bentz, Oregon Congressman-Elect

Colm Willis, Marion County Commissioner
Tootie Smith, Clackamas County Commissioner
Lily Morgan, Josephine County Commissioner
Mary Starrett, Yamhill County Commissioner
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Lindsay Berschauer, Yamhill County Commissioner-Elect; Board President, Building Excellent
Schools Together

Sue Gold, Curry County Commissioner

Mark Bennett, Baker County Commissioner

Sam Brentano, Marion County Commissioner

Jerry Willey, Washington County Commissioner

Rick Dyer, Jackson County Commissioner

Lyle Mordhorst, Polk County Commissioner

Jerome Bowen, Senior Director Western Division, Association of Christian Schools International
Elisa Carlson, Head of School, Central Christian School, Redmond, OR

Ami Vensel, President, Columbia Christian School, Portland, OR

Janelle Detweiler, Superintendent, East Linn Christian Academy, Lebanon, OR
Tim Prewette, Secondary Principal, Faith Bible Christian School, Hillsboro, OR
Michele Stein, Principal, Faith Christian School, Dallas, OR

Stan Tschiegg, School Board Member, Faith Christian School, Dallas, OR
Stephani Earhart, Board of Directors, Faith Christian School, Dallas, OR

Paula Anderson, School Board, Faith Christian School, Dallas, OR

Louie Kazmeier, School Board, Faith Christian School, Dallas, OR

Juli M. Tschiegg, Teacher, Faith Christian School, Dallas, OR

Kristen Huber, Teacher, Faith Christian School, Dallas, OR

Bethany Ann Stein, Teacher, Faith Christian School, Dallas, OR

Melissa Loflin, Teacher, Faith Christian School, Dallas, OR

Ashly Mumey, Teacher, Faith Christian School, Dallas, OR

Suzanna Frey, Teacher, Faith Christian School, Dallas, OR

Emily Halligan, Teacher, Faith Christian School, Dallas, OR

Ashlee Marie Heide, Teacher, Faith Christian School, Dallas, OR

Nolan Miller, Teacher, Faith Christian School, Dallas, OR

Rashelle Earhart, Teacher, Faith Christian School, Dallas, OR

Laura Beckert, Teacher, Faith Christian School, Dallas, OR

Megan Dunkin, Teacher, Faith Christian School, Dallas, OR

Kevin Shinn, Maintenance Manager, Faith Christian School, Dallas, OR
Rebecca Moore, Teacher Aide, Faith Christian School, Dallas OR

Reagan Miller, Teacher Aide/Teacher, Faith Christian School, Dallas, OR
Daniele Bales, Teacher Aide, Faith Christian School, Dallas, OR

Misty Maylene Thole, Teacher Aide, Faith Christian School, Dallas, OR
Tobey Houser, Administration Assistant, Faith Christian School, Dallas, OR
Debbie Booth, Principal, Good Shepherd School, Boring, OR

Maggie Hale, Administrator, High Desert Christian Academy, Prineville, OR
Ken Block, Superintendent, Horizon Christian School, Hood River, OR

Judi Smith, Principal, Horizon Christian School, Tualatin, OR

Kara Hiday, Vice-Principal, Horizon Christian School, Tualatin, OR

Lynden Evans, Superintendent, Mannahouse Christian Academy, Portland, OR
Joe Bales, Administrator, Morningstar Christian School, Bend, OR

Annie Burnham, Administrator, New Hope Christian School, Grants Pass, OR
John Tyler, Superintendent, Salem Academy Christian School, Salem, OR
Kathi Hammer, Principal, Salem Academy Christian School, Salem, OR
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Sarah Sullivan, Teacher, Salem Academy Christian School, Salem, OR

Dina Tyler, Teacher, Salem Academy Christian School, Salem, OR

Tara Bennett, Academic Resource Specialist, Salem Academy Christian School, Salem, OR
Lance Villers, Superintendent, Santiam Christian Schools, Adair Village, OR
Holly Neill, Principal, Valor Christian School International, Beaverton, OR

Kevin L. Mannix, Founder, Blanchet Catholic School

Zachary Davidson, Principal, Damascus Christian School, Damascus, OR

Rhonda Rogers, Superintendent, Portland Christian Schools, Portland, OR

Doug Loiler, Interim Principal, West Hills Christian Schools, Portland, OR

Adam Kronberger, Head of School, Crosshill Christian School, Keizer, OR
Michelle Talmage, Administrator, Crosshill Christian School, Keizer, OR
Chauntel Kronberger, Elementary Director, Crosshill Christian School, Keizer, OR
Jenna Mawhorter, Administrator and Teacher, Crosshill Christian School, Keizer, OR
Amber McClelland, School Board Member, Crosshill Christian School, Keizer, OR
Rudy House, Teacher, Crosshill Christian School, Keizer, OR

Joy Davis, Teacher, Crosshill Christian School, Keizer, OR

Melanie Pierce, Teacher, Crosshill Christian School, Keizer, OR

Kim Bell, Teacher, Crosshill Christian School, Keizer, OR

Vonnie Bittner, Teacher, Crosshill Christian School, Keizer, OR

Ashton Craft, Teacher, Crosshill Christian School, Keizer, OR

Tod Scheler, Teacher, Crosshill Christian School, Keizer, OR

Judy Gasbarro, Teacher, Crosshill Christian School, Keizer OR

Julie Bennett, Teacher and Coach, Crosshill Christian School, Keizer, OR

Jessica Meyer, Teacher, Crosshill Christian School, Keizer, OR

Erin Christensen, Teacher, Crosshill Christian School, Keizer, OR

Mindy Kelly, Teacher, Crosshill Christian School, Keizer, OR

Tammy L. Poush, Teacher, Crosshill Christian School, Keizer, OR

Lindsay Kieling, Teacher, Crosshill Christian School, Keizer, OR

Jami Hendricks, Teacher, Crosshill Christian School, Keizer, OR

Bryan Rozo, Teacher, Crosshill Christian School, Keizer, OR

Beth Weld, Reading Tutor, Crosshill Christian School, Keizer, OR

Faith Gerber, Principal, Riviera Christian School, Salem, OR

Stacy Boost, Principal, Capital Christian School, Salem, OR

Sandy Champagne, Teacher, Capital Christian School, Salem, OR

Sarah Shadle, Teacher, Willamette Valley Christian School, Salem, OR

Kelly Cutler, Teacher, Horizon Christian School, Tualatin, OR

Gary Hull, Teacher and Coach, Western Christian School, Salem, OR

Phillip Vanleerdam, Athletic Director, Western Christian School, Salem, OR
Suzanne Hart, Teacher, Cascade View Christian School, Sublimity, OR

Gretchen Villers, Teacher, Santiam Christian School, Adair Village, OR

Kapla West, Teacher, Santiam Christian School, Adair Village, OR

Kyrsti Coursey, Director, Roots Academy, Salem, OR

Hana Girshkevich, Principal, Spring Mountain Christian Academy, Clackamas, OR
Darrell Risen, Teacher, Sacred Heart Catholic School, Medford, OR

Shari Lloyd, Teacher, Sacred Heart Catholic School, Medford, OR

Chris Sinclair, Office Secretary, Sacred Heart Catholic School, Medford, OR
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Kristi Seus, Teacher Aide, Sacred Heart Catholic School, Medford, OR

Terry Fry, Business Manager, Sacred Heart Catholic School, Medford, OR

LeeAnn Loftin, Events Coordinator, Sacred Hearth Catholic School, Medford, OR

Denise Cole, Director ECE/Daycare, Sacred Heart Catholic School, Medford, OR

Marc Denker, Director of Operations & Curriculum, Southwest Christian School, Beaverton, OR
Amber Korenthal, Teacher, Southwest Christian School, Beaverton, OR

Kara Chupp, Teacher and SAB Leadership Advisor, Southwest Christian School, Beaverton, OR
Jan Wheeler, Teacher, Southwest Christian School, Beaverton, OR

Kelly Court, Teacher, Southwest Christian School, Beaverton, OR

Christie Smith, Teacher, Southwest Christian School, Beaverton, OR

Bethany Opferman, Southwest Christian School, Beaverton, OR

Jonathan Schultz, Principal and Teacher, Zion Lutheran Christian School, Corvallis, OR

Olivia Eckroth, Teacher, Grace Christian School, Medford, OR

Allison Brown, Teacher, Grace Christian School, Medford, OR

Monica McGinnis, Teacher, Grace Christian School, Medford, OR

Melissa Ball, Teacher

Julia McFerron, Teacher
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